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tsar. In October, 19047 the hastily refitted Baltic fleet under Admiral Z. P. Rozhdestvensky sailed for the Pacific. Coaling service, for which Russia had no facilities, was assured by an agreement with the Hamburg-America Line. In the night of October 21, N.S., while crossing the Dogger Bank in the North Sea, the Russian ships opened fire on two of their own number, having mistaken them for Japanese torpedo boats. Several English fishing smacks from Hull were the innocent victims of this grotesque incident: one smack was sunk, two fishermen were killed and eighteen wounded. British opinion was incensed, anti-Russian feeling ran high, and fora few days the two countries appeared to be on the brink of war. The willingness of St. Petersburg to make amends, and the moderation and common sense of the British government, prevented a serious crisis: the Dogger Bank incident was referred for arbitration to an international commission of admirals which met in Paris in January, 1905. Under the commission's award Russia paid damages but otherwise was permitted to escape with as little loss of face as her unfortunate predicament would allow.6
After this inauspicious beginning Rozhdestvensky, whose squadron the British had threatened to detain at the Spanish port of Vigo, continued eastward, and in December reached Madagascar, where he remained until March, the fall of Port Arthur calling for a reconsideration of Russian plans. Various proposals for the strengthening of the expeditionary force were explored. There were mysterious abortive negotiations for the purchase of battleships from Chile or Argentina. The possibility of making use, in contravention of the Straits convention, of the Black Sea fleet was examined and abandoned. Finally the few antiquated vessels remaining in Baltic naval establishments were hastily reconditioned, and in February, 1905, sailed for the Far East under the command of Admiral N. I. Nebogatov; a reinforcement of most questionable value, they eventually joined the main force. On May 27, N.S., Rozhdestvensky, heading for Vladivostok, entered the Straits of Tsushima. His squadron consisted of eight battleships, four armored and eight protected cruisers, nine destroyers, and a number
s According to Witte, Rozhdestvensky was obsessed with the notion that European waters were infested with Japanese warcraft. A factual account of the Dogger Bank incident, based on Russian documents, is given In Tatibe, op. tit., Chap. I, especially pp. 30 et seq. Taube was the legal adviser of the Russian delegation to the international commission of admirals. Rozhdestvensky's version of the incident, which was npheld by the St. Petersburg government and the Russian delegation, was, as Taobe makes dear, an invention.